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T
he Junior League of the 
Palm Beaches (JLPB) has 
announced its officers for 
the Board of Directors for 
2021-2022. The officers 

of the nonprofit, also celebrating its 80th 
year, include Alexandra Chase, President; 
Marcelle Griffith Burke, President-elect; 
Whitney Pettis Jester, Secretary and 
Aimee Shaughnessy, Treasurer.

 “The Junior League of the Palm Beaches 
is an organization of women committed 
to promoting voluntarism, developing 
the potential of women and improving 
communities through trained volunteers,” 
said Chase. “We have over 600 members 
who dedicate more than 3,000 hours every 
year supporting more than 20 nonprofit 
partners. I have been a member of this 
League for many years and look forward to 
working alongside this influential group of 
women for another year.”

Chase has been a member of the Junior 
League for nine years. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from 
Hendrix College in Conway, Arkansas and 
her Juris Doctor from Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Chase is a federal 
prosecutor in West Palm Beach, where she 
resides with her husband and son.

During her tenure as a member of 
JLPB, Burke has served as community vice 
president, served as a Board member-
at-large, led the Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion task force, and chaired several 
League programs. She currently works as 
the Senior Business Manager for a multi-
platinum record-selling, BET nominated 
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R&B recording artist and also serves 
as the director of talent relations for a 
premium social media access platform. 
Burke has called West Palm Beach home 
for almost 13 years.

Jester joined JLPB in 2016 
and graduated from Florida State 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Merchandising and Minor in Business 
Administration. She is currently the 
Director of Marketing and Merchant 
Relations at The Gardens Mall. She 
currently lives with her husband, Shane, 
and their two dogs in Jupiter.

Shaughnessy joined JLPB in 2005 
and has served as Treasurer-elect, 
Communications Vice President and 
Publishing Co-Chair, as well as many 
other roles. She is the Director of Brand 

Strategy at Pathos in downtown West Palm 
Beach, where she works with clients to 
develop their marketing strategies and help 
shape their brands. She graduated from 
Florida Atlantic University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration with a 
focus in marketing. Shaughnessy currently 
lives in Jupiter.

For more information on the Junior 
League of the Palm Beaches, or to become a 
member visit jlpb.org or call 561.689.7590. 
The deadline for 2021-2022 membership is 
on September 1, 2021.
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Whitney Pettis Jester T
he American Heart 
Association’s Palm Beach 
County office is proud to 
announce its Board Chair 
and Board President for the 

2021-2022 fiscal year: Melissa Mickle and 
Anita Wilborn, M.D. The Board also has two 
new officers: Roger L. Duncan III, M.D. and 
Dawn Nichols.

This will be Mickle’s final term as Board 
Chair after serving in that role for three years. 
Mickle is an Executive Vice President with 
PNC Financial Services Group, where she 
serves as a Market Manager for Florida in the 
Retail Banking Division. 

“Our Board is looking forward to a strong 
year ahead with opportunities to connect 
with and meet our residents where they are,” 
said Mickle. “Keeping health equity at the 
center of all we do, our focuses throughout 
the year will surround nutrition security, 
blood pressure control and chronic disease 
management, and reducing tobacco and 
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vaping use in our community. We want to 
make sure that education and resources are 
accessible for all of our community members, 
so we can all lead longer, healthier lives.”

Board President Anita Wilborn, M.D., is 
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also in her final year of her role. Wilborn 
practices internal medicine at Tenet 
Florida Physician Services, and in 2019 was 
named the Palm Beach Post’s “Best Family 
Physician.” She attended medical school at 
the Duke University School of Medicine.

“It’s been an honor to serve on this Board 
for three years,” said Wilborn. “This group 
is performing tangible, meaningful work 
to reduce deaths from heart disease and 
stroke and build overall health and mental 
wellbeing right here in Palm Beach County.”

Roger L. Duncan, III, M.D. and Dawn 
Nichols are new to the Board. Duncan 
is a Fellow of the American Society of 
Anesthesiologists and the Vice-Chief of 
Anesthesia at Palms West Hospital. He 
received his Undergraduate degree from 
California Polytechnic State University 
and his Medical degree and public health 
training from Yale University School of 
Medicine.

Nichols is the Vice President of Human 
Resources for NextEra Energy Resources. 
She received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Management Science and Information 
Systems from Pennsylvania State University.   

The American Heart Association Palm 
Beach County serves the residents of Palm 
Beach, Martin and St. Lucie counties.

For more information about the 
American Heart Association visit www.
heart.org or call 800.242.8721.  

M
ajor James Hall, Area 
Commander of The 
Salvation Army of Palm 
Beach County has been 
accepted into the 2021-

22 Leadership Engage Program, Leadership 
Palm Beach County’s flagship program. 
Leadership Engage, presented by iTHINK 
Financial, is a highly selective 10-month 
program which unites community leaders 
and offers participants a transformative 
learning experience and a powerful network, 
with the intent to better Palm Beach County.

Participants from diverse industries and 
backgrounds gain a deeper understanding 
of their own leadership styles and learn how 
they can make significant contributions 
in the community. With many industries 
still adapting to the changes ushered in 
by COVID-19, the Engage Class of 2022 
is joining the Leadership Palm Beach 
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County, Inc. (LPBC) family at a time 
when community involvement is more 
appreciated than ever.

“In reviewing the list of the other 
LPBC members,” said Major Hall, “I am 
tremendously excited and humbled to 
be a part of the 2021 Class.  I am looking 
forward to getting to know everyone 
and especially focus on making a better 
community through collaborative efforts.  
It’s going to be a great ride... and I’m all 
in!”

The 48 class members were selected 
for their leadership and service in their 
professional and civic lives. They will meet 
each month from September through 
May to explore program topics such as 
agriculture, education, public safety, 
and healthcare. Class members will also 
divide into smaller groups and work on 
their chosen “Engage Forward” projects, 
the Leadership Palm Beach County 
civic engagement initiative benefiting 
local nonprofits and aimed at tackling 
challenges facing the region. 

Leadership Palm Beach County, Inc., 
is an educational 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization designed to foster awareness 
of community issues and promote 
efficient communication and cooperative 
relationships between existing and 
emerging community leaders. LPBC’s 
stated mission is to educate and unite 
leaders to build a better community. 

For more informayion visit 
LeadershipPBC.org.
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