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V
an Williams, an Army 
veteran with 24 years of 
higher education experience, 
including 12 at Palm Beach 
State College (PBSC), has 

been selected to lead the Boca Raton campus 
as Provost and Dean of Student Services.

Williams, current Dean of Student 
Services on the Lake Worth campus, will 
begin his new role June 1st and become the 
newest member of President Ava L. Parker’s 
executive leadership team. He was selected 
after a nationwide search that was narrowed to 
two finalists. Williams will be responsible for 
providing leadership, planning, development 
and administration of the campus while also 
delivering executive-level direction in fulfilling 
the mission and vision of Palm Beach State as 
it relates to the Boca Raton community and 
PBSC’s strategic priorities.

“Van’s leadership accomplishments are 
countless, and we are excited for what his 
experience will bring to the Boca Raton 
campus,” Parker said. “His abilities to enhance 
cross-functional communication among 
departments was most evident in his inclusion 
in the College’s Lead to Influence leadership 
program designed to provide growth to 
individuals in certain roles to expand their 
impact and prepare them for higher level 
administrative positions.”

A Savannah, Georgia. native, Williams 
joined PBSC in 2009 as Director of TRIO 
programs before becoming Assistant Dean of 
Student Services on the Lake Worth campus 
in 2013 and Dean in 2017. He also serves as 
an Adjunct Instructor of Introduction to the 
College Experience.

 Among his accomplishments, Williams 
developed new student code of conduct 
training and a video and implemented a 
Caught Doing Good student engagement 
program to recognize students for daily 
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random acts of kindness. He serves on several 
College committees, including co-champion of 
a Panther Strong 2023 Strategic Plan strategy 
team.

Williams said he looks forward to leading 
the 9,000-student Boca Raton campus. “My 
diverse background in terms of work and 
ability to bring together different constituent 
groups to try to reach some level of consensus 
is going to be mutually beneficial for me as 
the leader and certainly the community that 
surrounds the Boca Raton campus and more 
specifically the faculty, staff and students,’’ 
Williams said. “It is an opportunity to either 
reestablish former relationships with the 
community, perhaps maybe engage new 
constituents with the community and also 
work really hard to position not just the 
campus but the College, post pandemic, in a 
way that the community still sees us as a viable 
option.”

Some of Williams’ higher education 
experience has been leading federally funded 
TRIO programs at colleges and universities. 
After six years in the Army, he went to work 
for a year as a program specialist for the Talent 
Search Program at his alma mater, Savannah 
State University in Georgia. He said it was a 
great opportunity to help youth in the same 
manner that Upward Bound, another TRIO 
program, helped steer him toward higher 
education. He served as Director of Upward 
Bound at Florida State University from 1997 
to 1999 and Assistant Pofessor and Director 
of Upward Bound at Florida A&M University 
from 1999 to 2004 before going to work in 
2004 for the Florida Commission on Human 
Rights, the state’s anti-discrimination agency. 
He worked in three capacities over five 
years, including as investigations manager 
and community relations manager, before 
returning to higher education full time. While 
at the commission, he continued to work for 
TRIO programs in the summer.

Williams is a past Board member of the 
Max Fisher Boys and Girls Club of Riviera 
Beach and a member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. He was named one of South 
Florida’s Top Black Educators by Legacy 
Magazine in 2013 and 2018. He holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from 
Savannah State, a Mster’s Degree in Human 
Rations – organizational development from the 
University of Oklahoma and is completing his 
doctorate in higher education administration 
and innovation from St. Thomas University.

Serving 47,000 students annually, Palm 
Beach State College is the largest institution 
of higher education in Palm Beach County, 
providing bachelor’s degrees, associate 
degrees, professional certificates, career 
training and lifelong learning. Established 
in 1933 as Florida's first public community 
college, Palm Beach State offers more than 130 
programs of study at locations in Lake Worth, 
Boca Raton, Palm Beach Gardens, Belle Glade 
and Loxahatchee Groves.

For more information about Palm Beach 
State College visit www.palmbeachstate.edu.

W
est Palm Beach resident 
Chip James has been 
elected as the new 
Chairman of the Board for 
Hanley Foundation, the 

nonprofit statewide leader in substance misuse 
prevention and education.

“Hanley Foundation’s mission is to eliminate 
addiction through prevention, advocacy 
and recovery support,” said James. “The 
organization is not only vital to our community, 
but it also resonates with me on a personal level 
as I have close to a decade of sobriety. As the 
new Board Chairman, I want to expand Hanley 
Foundation’s footprint of influence and look 
forward to bringing my personal and business 
experience to the organization while continuing 
to help those struggling with the disease of 
addiction.”

James is the Founder of PBI Real Estate 
Development, LLC, specializing in real 
estate sales, management, development and 
investment. In addition to his work with Hanley 
Foundation, he currently serves as Treasurer 
and keyholder for two Alcoholics Anonymous 
(AA) groups and previously served multiple 
terms as Treasurer and as a Board member 
of The Triangle Club, a nonprofit AA-based 
meeting facility. He was also a Co-Founder 
of Harry Hamilton Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization that supports The Triangle Club. 
His hobbies include woodworking and flying 
his Cessna airplane.

James joins Hanley Foundation Board 
members Michael J. Hanley, Vice Chair; 
Culver “Skip” Smith III, Secretary; Gerry 
Arsenault, Treasurer; Lyanne Azqueta; 
Nicholas Coleman; Marguerite Connelly; 
Sarah Cortvriend, Immediate Past Chair; 
Andrew Forsyth; David Fritz; Gary Harris; 
Suzanne Holmes; Stacey Leuliette; John 
Makris; James L. Myers; Gene Rintels; Kelly 
W. Rooney; James C. Schneider; Fritz Van 
der Grift and Victoria Willard.

“As we look forward to the future of Hanley 
Foundation, we welcome Chip James as our 
next Board Chairman,” said Jan Cairnes, CEO 
for Hanley Foundation. “He comes to his new 
role with a strong business and entrepreneurial 
background coupled with a passion for helping 
those battling substance use disorder. Creating a 
world free of addiction is our vision, and Chip’s 
perspective will be valuable as we continue to 
help those in need.”

 Hanley Foundation envisions a world 
free of addiction and is the largest provider of 
educational programs that prevent underage 
drinking in the state of Florida. In addition to 
offering treatment scholarships to those in need 
and facilitating trainings to identify the signs 
of substance misuse, the Foundation works to 
reduce stigma and change policy through its 
advocacy efforts. For more information about 
Hanley Foundation visit hanleyfoundation.org or 
call 561.268.2355.
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T
he Palm Beach Police & Fire 
Foundation announced that 
Rebecca Torres has been 
promoted to the position of 
Executive Director of the Palm 

Beach Police & Fire Foundation. 
For more than a year, Ms. Torres has worked 

as the Foundation’s Development Director. In her 
role as Executive Director, she will oversee the 
Foundation’s administration and staffing, Special 
Event Programming, Development and expanded 
Fundraising and Community Outreach efforts, 
will manage daily operations, and will continue 
to serve as liaison between the Foundation, its 
Board, the Palm Beach Police and Fire Rescue 
Departments, and the community.  Ms. Torres 
will report to Tim Moran, President and Co-
founder of the Foundation.

“We are delighted to have Rebecca fill this 
critical position for the Foundation. She is 
highly qualified and is equipped with a wealth 
of knowledge and experience from working 
with the Foundation during a groundbreaking 
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phase of its development. Rebecca will help our 
growing organization build on its momentum 
and further its mission in support of the Palm 
Beach Police and Fire Rescue Departments,” Mr. 
Moran said.

While working as Development Director, Ms. 
Torres handled donor relations, established a 
Major Gifts Program that includes a Scholarship 
Naming Program, created direct gifting 
opportunities, and served as the Foundation’s 
liaison to the community. 

Prior to relocating to Jupiter, and joining the 
Foundation, Ms. Torres’s experience included 
working as Promotions and Marketing Director 
at CBS Radio in Tampa. In 2014, she joined 
ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital’s 
in Tampa as a Bilingual Regional Development 
Representative, and in 2016, she moved to Miami 
to become one of its Regional Event Specialists. 
From 2017 until May of 2019, Ms. Torres 
worked in Chicago as the Regional Development 
Manager of the Hospital. A graduate of Lake 
Forest College, Ms. Torres is a resident of Palm 
Beach Gardens.  

For more information about The Palm Beach 
Police & Fire Foundation call 561.820.8118 or 
visit www.pbpf.us.  

P
eggy Adams Animal Rescue 
League announces Dr. Alyssa 
Comroe, D.V.M., M.P.H., is the 
organization’s new Director of 
Shelter Medical Services.

Dr. Alyssa Comroe was raised in New 
Jersey and graduated from the University of 
Miami with a Bachelor of Science in Biology 
and English Literature. In 2010, she began her 
career in animal welfare working at Miami-
Dade Animal Services in Miami as a veterinary 
technician while pursuing her Master of Public 
Health degree. She then attended the University 
of Florida where she obtained her Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine degree and completed 
her Master of Public Health degree. While at 
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the University of Florida, she also earned 
the Maddie’s Certificate in Shelter Medicine 
which is a formal training program that 
allowed Dr. Comroe to learn specialized 
knowledge and skills to be a shelter 
veterinarian.

After graduation, Dr. Comroe began 
working as a shelter veterinarian at 
Jacksonville Animal Care and Protective 
Services in Jacksonville. While there she 
was able to implement lifesaving programs 
to increase the standard of care for the pets 
of Jacksonville and to increase the shelter’s 
lifesaving capacity. She then took a position 
at Kansas State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine in Manhattan, Kansas 
as faculty in shelter medicine where she had 
the opportunity to teach veterinary students 
shelter medicine and prepare them to be 
the next generation of shelter veterinarians. 
While there she also consulted with various 
shelters in the Midwest, spoke at conferences 
and performed research. Most recently, 
Dr. Comroe was a shelter veterinarian at 
Hillsborough County Pet Resource Center 
where she helped grow the pet retention 
program and improved the standard of care in 
the medical department.

“I always knew I wanted to be a 
veterinarian but when I found shelter 
medicine, I realized that I had found my 
niche. Not only do I have the opportunity to 
practice medicine and perform surgery, but I 
am able to save lives on a larger scale. I cannot 
imagine doing anything else and am so excited 
to get to return to the animal sheltering 
community in South Florida. I’m thrilled to 
be a part of saving the pets in Palm Beach 
County and to give pets the best quality of life 
possible while they are in our care.”

Dr. Comroe currently resides in West 
Palm Beach with her partner, Jose, and their 
Green Cheek Conure, Mordecai.

Peggy Adams Animal Rescue League saves 
more lives than any other rescue organization 
in Palm Beach County and provides critical 
services to more than 30,000 animals each 
year.

The Mission of the Peggy Adams Animal 
Rescue League is to provide shelter to 
lost, homeless and unwanted animals, to 
provide spay and neuter and other medical 
services for companion animals, and to 
care for, protect, and find quality homes for 
homeless and neglected companion animals, 
to advocate animal welfare, community 
involvement and education to further the 
bond between people and animals. Peggy 
Adams Animal Rescue League has a 4-star 
rating from Charity Navigator, America’s 
largest independent charity navigator, and 
is the first animal shelter in South Florida to 
become AAHA (American Animal Hospital 
Association) accredited. Peggy Adams is 
an independent nonprofit animal rescue 
organization operating continuously since 
1925. For more information and to donate 
visit PeggyAdams.org
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